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Build quality and brand t
loyalty are not in doubt, but !
how much demand is there ' : e adtBiR
for an outboard-engined | LTI
sports-fisher in the UK? el water tap OO
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! comfortale.but
spacious for a cuddy.
I

VS

Clean, purposeful lines
and good build guality
and workmanship.
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and trip details. It might take you a while to
find your preferred settings, but once set up
you won't be left wanting for information.

If you opt for the
hardtop, this gives yet
Versatile cockpit with more mounting
good all-round deck positions for
access and stowage. .
electronics.
ENGINE OPTIONS & ACCESS

Boston Whaler's tie-up with Mercury means
their outboard motors are the exclusive
power options on the transom. Furthermore,
only twin installations are available, in
keeping with the offshore capabilities of the
255 Conquest.

For many, we suspect, the choice of
engines will be largely a budgetary exercise.
Four-stroke F115 XLPTs are the cheapest
option at £14,734, two-stroke 150 CXL
Optimaxes are the mid-priced choice at

above Clutter-free, the cockpit has a folding seat.
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above The helmsman’s and co-pilot’s seats are adjustable for comfort, but offer little side support.

£20,297, whilst four-stroke F225 AETXs will
setyou back £31,683.

The engines themselves are easy to get at
by standing on one side of the split bathing
platform or by leaning over the transom to
remove the covers. The centre panel in the aft
cockpit sole hinges up

on a single gas strut to
give access to the fuel
tank, twin batteries

' and oil reservoirs.

Twin outboard options
are in keeping with the
hoat’s capabilities.

PERFORMANGE & HANDLING

The 225 Conquest is capable of handling up
to 450hp. The photographs show twin 200hp
Yamahas on the transom, but the 150hp
Mercury Optimax motors fitted to our test

% same

boat offer a good compromise between
performance and economy.

A top speed of just under 40 knots and
good pick up from standstill make the boat

fun to drive. In warm but wet conditions, wel

were driving a hardtop model, and the open
boat would probably do an extra few knots.
We accelerated from 0-26 knots in 7.9sec.
The hull handles smoothly, with no |
indication of skip-out or ventilation at the
props, and the engines have plenty of ‘
mid-range power to pull through turns and

accelerate away. Placid waters did not test tht

hull to anywhere near its limits, but we
headed through the wash from some larger
craft and it remained unperturbed.

foam liner and the

smooth running of thl
engines, this is also &
quiet craft to ride in.

Funto drive, witha
smooth ride and
surprisingly little noise.

left Our test boat had tI*’.
optional hardtop, likely tol!
attractive to UK buyer!

Thanks to the hull's’

| <pECIFICATION & VALUE

whalers come with a good reputation,
founded an theit unsinkable guaf;ntee. gnd
enhanced by solid build and trad.monal lines.
| That pedigree comes with a price tag,
though, and this is not a cheap craft. For the
., outlay, vou could order a larger
5poriscrui.~:h1‘. but if a sports-fisher is what
yvou are after then this boat will look after you
both on the water and in the back pocket.
The Beston Whaler name, and classic
styling that does not date, usually keep
dépreciation down to glacial speeds.
However, the outboard engines could
adversely affect
residual valueson a
craft of this size so

don't expect ‘%

Whaler pedigree comes
at a price, Outhoards
might limit future value.

Verdict

The 255 Conquest is a fine boat. It
more than lives up to Boston
Whaler’s reputation for industrial
stmr’ii’lh build quality and
sure-foooted sea-keeping. It is
also quick, attractive and blessed
with'a cuddy cabin, useful in the
UK’s less than perfect weather.

I:Jl"[;heory it would make an
excellent boat for a number of
different pastimes. However, in
practice, the fit-out is so
Sppi;;t;}specific and the price so
steep compared to its sportscruiser
op"ﬁiﬁltion that we expect most
I:lnger__s will prefer to have a rod in
their hand than skis on their feet.

: '%Eﬁil_lnwever good the new
outboards may be, we still think it
willbe hard to overcome British
buyers’ prejudice.

In'the end it comes down to how
"ﬂ-'!l!__r-you want that Whaler name,
and everything it stands for. If you
take'the plunge, you won’t be
di_s..f!_l?'lloinled. Just don’t look at the
':h._ e when you sign it.
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Boston Whaler 255 Conguest « built in USA - cuddy-cabin sports-fishey . ,..in outhoard engines + 40 knots « £75,431 as tested

SEASWIRL STRIPER 2601
£49,500 with twin 150 outhoards
New to the UK market, and available with
an open helm or hardtop.

Tel: 01634 843576.
www:medwaybridgemarina.co.uk

Tel: 01634 843576.

WELLGRAFT 270 COASTAL

£66,000 with twin 150 outhoards
Similar in style and heritage to the Boston
Whaler, offeringa comfortable cabin.

www.medwaybridgemarina.co.uk

specificatians

BUILD glass-reinforced plastic
RCD design category B
LENGTH OVERALL 26ft 11in (8.20m)
BEAM 8it Gin (2.66m)
DRAUGHT 11t 4in (0.40m)
DISPLACEMENT 2.2 tonnes
FUEL CAPACITY 125gal (5671t)

key dimensions

WIDTH OF SIDE DECKS 8in
HEADROOM IN CABIN . 5ft 9in
CUDDY CABIN BERTH 61t Oin x 2ft 2in
prices
STANDARD BOAT
excluding engines £46,854
with twin 150hp Mercury CXL Optimax £67,151
FISHING PACKAGE £1,495
ANCHOR WINDLASS £1,590
_HARDTOP WITH ELECTRONICS BOX £4,286
HARDTOP WEATHER CURTAIN £1,231
PORTABLE TOILET WITH PUMP-OUT
& OVERBOARD DISCHARGE £585
PORCELAIN TOILET WITH PUMP-0UT
& MACERATOR £1,466
BUTANE STOVE £160
SHOREPOWER CONNECTION £859
STEREOQ RADIO & GD PLAYER £733
SUNTOP WITH BOOT £1,023
SUNTOP WEATHER CURTAIN £909

BOAT AS TESTED £75,431

ENQUIRIES Dorset Yacht Co, Lake Drive, Hamworthy,
Poole, Dorset BH15 4DT. Tel: 01202 674531.
www.bostonwhaler.co.uk

WHITE SHARK 265

from £65,000

New model with a clever cabin design
and a wider engfne selection.

Tel: 01932 358000.
www.yamaha-motor.co.uk
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