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Justashorttime ago the
European market held little
appeal for American builders, but
aslump in home prospects has
changed their interest, and
consequently their designs.

Sea Ray'’s flagship is riding high
on the new wave.

.
SEARAY 500
l




stowage underthe sole. Overhead, a hatch
gives access to the back of the helm console,
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throughout consists of both a 12V system, run
from the batteries, and 240V.

The guest bathroom is located opposite, to
= port, with a door leading off the lobby. Space in
here is limited, with a correspondingly tiny
sink, though you do get a smalil separate
,’I[—T shower stall.

;z’;' The master stateroom is forward. Here you

: find a huge fan-shaped double berth, matched
| = by full-length wardrobes port and starboard,

!- plus a dressing table and many lockers and S _|
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Inside the Sea Ray'_s
main saloon, built-in
furniture has given way
to a loose table, chairs
and stools, all _
| attractively craftedin
| perspex. Whilst these
might not be deemed
practical when
punchingthrough a
lively seaway, weé
failed to make )
anything move during
our boat test. And the
design provides avery
| suitable living area for
the worst of )
claustrophobics,
further enhanced by
the large open-plan
4 galley.
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drawers. The lockers are lined in cedar, the
current fashion inthe USA, imparting a soft
fragrance to any clothes kept here.

To starboard is a good-sized en-suite
bathroom, again with separate shower stall
and plenty of lockers. A perspex handrail is a
useful feature in a boat designed to be used at
sea. Perhaps surprisingly, the master cabin
hasno portlights, the only natural lightand
ventilation coming from an overhead hatch.
Engines
Standard power on the 500 is supplied bya
Pair of 550hp Stewart & Stevenson marinised
Detroit Diesel GM 6V92TAs. These givea
Claimed 28-30 knots, though we recorded only

7.7 onourtest. Fora couple of knots more,
and another £43,000, you can specify the
650hp 8V92TAs, though we would think the
Xira cost is hardly warranted.

The engines are mounted under the saloon,
With access via two fiinged hatches at its aft
end. Climbing in is aided by some well-placed
Steps, and once you are in there is plenty of
'60m to move around, both between and
Oltside the engines. Excellent floor panels of

GRP ‘treadplate’ help considerably in this
respect, togetherwith well-placed handrails
and supports. Our only criticism in this area is
the lack of a guard over the exposed section of
the port shaft and coupling which you might
step on as you move forward.

Accessto all service and maintenance
points is superb, including huge seawater
strainers at the aft end and the stern-glands.
The 5ft headroom between engines enables
you to reach the fuel management systemon
the forward bulkhead easily, and here you find
double fuel filters for each engine, with a
bypass valve allowing you to change one filter
with the engine still running— an excellent
safety feature which should be standard on all
vessels of this size and sophistication.

Similar attention to duplicating the safety
systems is shown in the bilge-pumping
arrangements. Here you find no less than eight
heavy-duty electric units, with the engineroom
having three (two of which have float switches
set at different levels in case one should fail or
get jammed). All piping on these pumps and
the other systems is heavy-duty,
wire-reinforced, with double clips. A




« comprehensive Halon fire-extinguishing This is comprised of a curved settee facing a

system completes the safety items-

A 15KW Westerbeke generator ismounted at
the aft end of the engineroom, though we Were
surprised thata sound shield for thisislisted
only asanextra. Three separate electrical
circuits are used on hoard, 24V for engine start
and the heavy-duty electrical gear, 12V for
electronics and some lighting, and 240V for
cooking, air-conditioning and mainlights. An
earth-leakage protection gystemis fitted, and
all the underwater gearis bondedto anodesto
prevent electrolytic corrosion.

Foil-faced foam soundproofingis appliedto
the bulkheads and overhead, completing an
excellentand comprehensive installation.

Stepping out of the saloon into the cockpit, @
hatch givesyou accesstothe lazarette, where
you find the rest of the engineering systems.
For some incomprehensib'.e reason this hatch
has no hinge or struts to keep itopen, a
strange omission on what is generallya well
thought-out boat. Downinthe storage space
you find two huge GRP silencer boxes, which do
a good job of reducing the bark of the big GMs,
at leastat marina speeds. Also here are the
air-conditioning units, holding tank and
batteries, These are held down by the fiddliest
of covers which you would never be able tarefit
inanything buta flat calm. Access tothe
steering gearwas good, though the absence of
a cover over this meantthat loose itemswere
already threatening tojam the system.

Exterior

Inthe cockpit you find seating forupto eight
people. Awalk-through transom door gives
access to the bathing ladder, butno fender
stowages are fitted as standard. A side locker
containsthe shut-offand change-over valves
forthe main engine and generator fuel
supplies.

Neat recessed ladders give access1o the
side-decks, and climbing out is further aided
by awell-placed nandrail. From here on though
things are not sO good, with no guardrail for

overhang of the flybridge catching you just at
shoulder height. Walking forward witha fender
in your hands is no easy task.

By the front of the wheelhouse, matters are
much better, with solid guardrails with a lower
rail, a gunwale lip, andwide deckswith
moulded non-slip that continues overthe
coachroof. A good foredeck working area is
matched by an electric winch, and a Danforth
anchor that self-stows inthe stemhead
platform.

‘Stepsup from the cockpit leadtoa flybridge
big enough to host a party. The helm positionis
forward, with a three-person bench seat,
excellent repeater instruments and stowage
lockers under the apron. The centrepiece of
the bridge thoughis its entertainmentarea.
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table and cocktail bar, together with two single
seats. The table has strategic cut-outs to keep
your drinks in place, withan optional
ice-maker to keep them cool. Behind isroom
for sunbathing, with the whole flybridge well
protected by tall guardrails.

One criticismwe have to make aboutthe
outside of the Sea Rayisthe difficulty of
getting on or off board. The side decksarea
full 5ft 9in above the waterline, making fora
long drop when coming alongside the pontoon.
Climbing back aboard iseven harder, with no
step anywhere inthe topsides. Walking across
the bathing platform is made difficult by the
passarelle stowed here, and thisisclearlyan
area that should be looked at.

Handling and

performance

Hydraulically-operated throttle and gear
controls help make the 500 an easy boat to
manoeuvre inthe marina. Qutatsea the boat
moves smoothly and quickly onto the plane as
is borne out by ourtrimcurve and the excellent
0-20 knot accelerationtime of 11.4 seconds.
Top speed we recorded was 27. 7 knots,
comingrighton the button at 2200rpm.

At this speed, our estimates show the
6V-92TAs consuming 50gal per hour, giving an
mpg figure of 0.55, and a maximum range of
275 miles. Dropping to 2000rpm gives figures
of 24 knots, A1gph, 0.58mMpg and 290 miles
respectively, while 1800rpm still produces
21 knots, 0.69mMpE. and 345 miles.

Noise levelsin the saloon and on the
flybridge were good, ata maximum of 81dB(A)
each.Outinthe cockpit, proximity to 1100hp
inevitably pushed things upto 93dB(A), but
you would notbe spending much time here at
full speed.

Ourday inthe 500 threw up nothing inthe
way of waves 1o try outthe hull, sowe will have
to look for another occasionto put the Sea Ray
designworkto the test.

Conclusion

Anyone looking for a 50ft offshore cruiseris
sure to give the Sea Rayan inspection, and
they will find few other boats that match its
interior style. Ifthey aré of amind to 100k
underneaththe surface, they will also find few
craft thatmatchits attentionto engineering
detail or design thought.

Certainly we found pointsto criticise, buton
aboat of this size thatis only to be expected. In
typical American style the extras listcan get
confusing, with the starting price quickly
increasing by £40,000 to cover jtems most
owners will want, but the Sea Ray is notalone
in this respect. Without a doubt, the company
have to be congratulatedona bold initiative in
this class of boat.




